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October 11, 2016 
To Our Future Rector,  
 
Welcome to the Parish of St. Nicholas‐on‐the Hudson Episcopal Church in New Hamburg, New 
York.  We are pleased that you are interested in our church. 
 
St Nick’s is a unique and wonderful place. We have a history of services dating back to 1876, but 
we were accepted as a parish of the New York Diocese only in 2014. We are among the smallest 
physical church buildings in the diocese, but we regularly have 70 or 80 attendees for Sunday 
services.  
 
St.  Nick’s  has  a  history  filled with  beautiful  traditions  both  old  and  new.  Unlike many  other 
communities where the role of the local church as community center has waned, St. Nick’s has 
managed  to  grow  over  the  past  decade  from  a  parish  with  reportedly  fewer  than  fifteen 
parishioners into a church that listed over 90  families, 120 members plus children, in our 2016 
Directory. 
 
St. Nick’s has a vibrant Sunday School program, which is likely first among our many important 
missions. We recently thanked more than twelve Sunday School teachers for their service over 
the 2015‐2016 school year.  
 
 We  are  an  active  parish  engaged  in  doing  God’s  work  in  our  community.  Our  parishioners 
desire  to  be  both  intellectually  challenged  by  a  sermon  and  intrigued  by  where  the  Sunday 
service might  lead them. St. Nick’s  is an  informal church with a diverse group of parishioners 
who  firmly  believe  that  church  is  a  terrible  place  to  make  people  feel  guilty.  We  welcome 
members  from  all  religious  backgrounds  and  work  hard  to  maintain  our  diversity  and 
inclusiveness.  It  is  our  goal  to  remain  a  welcoming  community  for  people  seeking  Christian 
direction and challenge well into the future. 
 
Our previous rector,  the Reverend Astrid J. Storm, recently transitioned to a new parish after 
serving here for 10 years. She was beloved and we wished her well when she chose to move on. 
Mother  Storm’s  departure marked  the  beginning  of  our  search  process,  which  has  involved 
many of our parishioners.  
 



We understand  that  there will be  insufficient  time available  for us  to  learn about each other 
through  direct  conversations.  To  assist  in  this  process we  have  provided  profiles  of  selected 
parishioners, search committee members, and Vestry members. 
 
As you contemplate the opportunity at St. Nicholas‐on‐the‐Hudson we invite you to consider the 
section  of  questions  and  comments  submitted  by  parishioners,  including  children,  vestry 
members, and search committee members. As part of your application for this position, you may 
wish to address some or all of the questions and comments. We have separated the questions 
into broad categories to help navigate issues that the parish raised.   
 
You can apply to be our next rector by submitting materials to Stnicksrector2017@gmail.com 
by December 5,2016. This is a private account that only authorized Search Committee members 
can access. We can also answer questions submitted to that email address, or establish dropbox 
access for any larger electronic materials that you may wish to make us aware of.   
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
 
 
         



Liturgical	Summary		
		
The	priests	who’ve	had	the	greatest	impact	at	St.	Nick’s	over	the	last	30	years,	as	its	
own	parish	and	earlier	when	 it	was	part	of	Zion	up	 the	 road	 in	Wappingers	Falls,	
helped	 shape	 a	 liturgical	 tradition	 we’re	 very	 proud	 of.	 	 It	 is	 traditional	 in	 most	
respects,	expansive	in	others,	but	inclusive	in	all.		And,	as	is	probably	the	case	at	all	
institutions	 of	 worship,	 liturgy	 better	 than	 anything	 else	 reflects	 who	 we	 are—a	
growing	parish,	in	many	ways	only	recently	standing	on	its	own	two	feet,	but	one	with	
a	keen	appreciation	of	the	role	it	has	played	in	the	lives	of	its	members	and	the	larger	
community	for	well	over	100	years.	
	
Our	worship	 and	 outlook	 have	 been	 highly	 prayer	 book‐oriented,	 although	 never	
rigidly	so.		The	great	musical	tradition	at	St.	Nick’s	complements	this,	so	the	BCP	and	
1982	Hymnal	are	useful	guidebooks	that	we	want	to	continue	exploring	with	our	next	
priest.		They	are	living	documents	for	us,	helping	us	in	our	individual	and	collective	
growth	and—just	as	importantly—in	efforts	to	identify	needs	we	can	service	within	
the	community	and	beyond.		This	can	be	said	for	any	church	and	congregation,	but	
the	outlook	of	our	past	priests	illustrates	our	closeness	to	the	traditions	and	values	of	
the	Diocese	of	New	York—St.	Nick’s	definitely	wants	that	closeness	to	continue	and	
expects	our	priest	to	play	an	active	role	in	it.	
	
St.	Nick’s	is	committed	to	two	Eucharists	on	Sunday	morning	and	respects	thoughtful	
and	teaching	sermons	that	actually	help	hearers	understand	the	appointed	readings	
and	incorporate	them	into	their	lives.		These	sermons	have	been	well	received	when	
they	 deliver	 a	 clear	message	 that	 is	 grounded	 in	 not	 only	 the	 lessons,	 but	 also	 in	
church	history,	theology,	and	our	current	context.		Most	members	want	to	continue	
to	grow	in	Anglican	spirituality,	so	Christian	education	for	all	ages,	including	adults,	
is	something	we	take	seriously	and	approach	with	genuine	curiosity,	even	though	we	
sometimes	stretch	 its	definition:	we’ve	had	congregational	programs	on	death	and	
burial	practices,	on	agriculture,	on	reducing	the	footprint	of	our	daily	lives.	 	We	do	
our	best	to	humbly	serve	people's	needs	in	the	area	and	more	broadly	in	the	world,	
but	 it	 never	 hurts	 to	 be	 reminded	 of	 our	 responsibilities	 through	 the	 words	 and	
examples	of	our	priests,	modeled	as	they	are	on	the	teachings	of	the	gospel.	
	
Many	 of	 the	 challenges	 we	 face	 today	 in	 our	 part	 of	 Dutchess	 County	 have	 been	
around	since	the	first	people	wandered	around	the	banks	of	the	Hudson;	others	are	
new	and	unique	to	our	time.		Faith	is	one	source	of	the	answers	we	need	to	meet	them.		
It	comes	into	play	best	and	most	usefully	when	each	of	us	discovers	for	him‐	or	herself	
the	 truth	 in	 the	 lessons	 it	 teaches.	 	 Our	 liturgy	 at	 St.	 Nick’s—the	 scripture	 that	
instructs,	 the	music	 that	 inspires,	 the	sermons	 that	 can	hold	up	mirrors	 to	us,	 the	
education	 that	 expands	 our	 understanding	 of	 Christian	 responsibility,	 the	
interactions	that	help	reveal	who	each	of	us	is—has	worked	because	our	priests	have	
worked	 with	 us	 as	 individuals,	 bringing	 each	 along	 at	 his	 or	 her	 own	 speed	 and	
learning	from	each	of	us	in	turn	as	well.	
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Introduction to St. 
Nicholas on the Hudson

 

St. Nicholas-on-the-Hudson is located in 
the hamlet of New Hamburg, New York and 
overlooks the Hudson River.  The physical 
structure of the church is small but beautiful in a 
simple and understated way and draws people 
into the church.  Once inside, people feel 
welcomed, comfortable and at peace.  St. Nick’s 
is blessed in many ways – from its location in an 
area steeped with history, culture and immense 
natural beauty to the diverse make-up of its 

congregants, nurturing Sunday School teachers and the strong leadership of our vestry.  We 
appreciate a straightforward message that not only teaches us lessons from the Bible but also relates 
to our lives and encourages us to carry forward the message of God through our service to others. As 
stated on our website, “our services are simple, relaxed, and warm-hearted, in the spirit of loving 
God by loving our neighbor.”     

 
The congregation at St. Nick’s welcomes members from all 

religious backgrounds and prides itself on its convivial and inclusive 
service. Like our patron saint, Nicholas of Myra, who is known for his 
generosity and affection for children, the supportive nature of our 
congregation is readily apparent - not only to those that attend services 
regularly but also to newcomers visiting St. Nick’s for the first time.  
When asked to share why [s]he liked St. Nick’s, one of our young 
parishioners responded by saying “almost everyone that goes to the 
church participates in something that helps the church or other people.  
People are friends with each other.”  

 
There is a wonderful blend of old and new at St. Nick’s.  We have parishioners that have been 

members of our church for decades and have helped guide St. Nick’s through many transitions.  We 
also have new members that have been drawn to St. Nick’s because of its community and message it 
espouses. While we do not officially track the demographics of our congregation, we have a diverse 
church membership.   If one observed a typical Sunday service, you would find the age of our 
members ranges from young to old and that our members have varying family status, socio-
economic profiles, educational and religious backgrounds.     

 
In addition to preparing for our new rector, St. Nick’s is also in the midst of physical 

renovations.  The funds raised from our most recent capital campaign are being used to renovate our 
church building and restore our beautiful stained glass windows.  



 
The parishioners of St. Nick’s are an engaged 

group and regularly participate in religious education 
opportunities and the numerous outreach and 
community support efforts supported by the church. 
We are proud that many of our parishioners have been 
involved in the search process for our new rector.  In 
addition to those that have volunteered to lead the 
church as a member of the Vestry or guide us through 
this search process as a member of the Search 
Committee, many of our members have volunteered in 

one way or another to help construct our church profile resulting in a portrait of St. Nick’s that 
reflects who we are as individuals and collectively as a congregation.   We have chosen to embrace 
this time of transition and look forward to welcoming a new rector who will carry on our tradition of 
warm-hearted, welcoming services that help us grow as a community in faith.   

 
Services at St. Nicks 

On a typical Sunday there is both a 9:00 am and 
10:00am service. The earlier service incorporates just one 
reading and no music and is more quiet and reflective than the 
service that follows. The 10:00 am service includes organ 
music and hymns, two Bible readings, and sometimes 
additional instrumental performances by members of the 
congregation.  Sunday School takes place concurrently with 
the 10:00 am service.  Congregants assist with various 

components of both services and 
will often just “pitch in” as 
needed.  Children also assist the 
service and frequently share 
songs, skits, or items made 
during Sunday School or at 
Vacation Bible School.  At St. 

Nick’s we cherish our children and the vibrancy that they 
bring to our congregation.  Additionally, the 10:00am Sunday 
service is typically followed by a coffee hour that is often well 
attended as members often use the time to discuss upcoming 
events or to simply enjoy the chance to mingle among friends 
and neighbors and appreciate the projects undertaken by the 
children during Sunday School. 

People in the Pew 

Rachel and Adam VanDerStuyf 
We are Adam, Rachel, Finn, and Josie VanDerStuyf 

and we have been members of the St. Nick’s family for 
nearly four years.  We joined St. Nicholas after a long 
and trying search for a space to learn the lessons of the 
Bible and grow together as a family.  From the moment 

we entered, we felt a strong connection and sense of 
belonging to the community.  For us, St. Nicks provides 

the spiritual and contemplative atmosphere we had 
been searching for, balanced with warmth, friendliness, 
and intimacy that feels just right.  As a result, the four 
of us continually find ourselves looking for ways to give 

all that we can to the St. Nicks family, whether 
through financial stewardship, teaching Sunday School 

and Vacation Bible School, reading books to support 
school children in Darbonne, filling plastic eggs with 
loose change for Episcopal Relief and Development’s 
Gifts for Life Program, participating in committee 

work, or simply smiling and welcoming a new family 
on Sunday, so that St. Nicks can continue to thrive and 

grow - now and in the future. 



A History of St. Nick’s 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When the Zion Episcopal Church of Wappingers Falls, New York was founded in 1876, its 
parish included the nearby hamlet of New Hamburg. In 1900, two of Zion’s congregants, William 
Henry Willis and his wife Adele Satterlee (who 
was also a close relative of Zion's rector), pushed 
for the construction of a chapel in New Hamburg 
to serve congregants residing in the area.  The 
church commission was awarded to Edward 
Lansing Satterlee, the nephew of Adele Satterlee. 
Following President William McKinley's 
assassination in 1901, contributions to the 
building fund rose (primarily due to major 
contributions by Edward Lansing Satterlee 
himself) and it was decided to add "Memorial" to 
the chapel's name. 

 
Construction of the chapel that is now the home of St. Nicholas-on-the-Hudson was 

completed in 1903 and was dedicated the Memorial Chapel of Zion Episcopal Church, Wappingers 
Falls. The church of St. Nicholas-on-the-Hudson was born, so to speak, when the chapel finally 

 



gained its independence from Zion eight decades 
later in 1983 and it was then that Nicholas, Bishop 
of Myra was adopted as the church’s patron saint.  
The choice of Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, 
exemplifies the church’s long standing 
commitment to community service and the 
spiritual education of its youngest members. In the 
years that followed, church membership began to 
decline and reportedly dwindled to less than 
twenty members in the early 2000s. Due to the 
commitment of a number of the church’s long 
standing parishioners, St. Nicks began to grow 

again, so much so that in 2014, St. Nick’s was finally recognized as an independent parish by the 
New York Diocese.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

St. Nicholas Parish in the New 
Hamburg town parade of 1994. 

The 1940 Children’s Choir of Zion 
Episcopal Church 

People in the Pew 

 
 

Teresa Croke 
 

Age 85 
Widowed with 5 children, stepchildren and 

many, many grandchildren 
Retired Nurse 

Member of St. Nick’s for 66 years 
 

At a special parish meeting in September of 
2014, Teresa proudly read motion for the 
Church of St. Nicholas on the Hudson to 

become the first newly incorporated parish in 
the New York Diocese in some decades. When 
asked about her thoughts on St. Nick’s, Teresa 

stated simply, “St. Nick’s is the best”. 



New Hamburg and the Hudson Valley 
 

St. Nicholas-on-the-Hudson is located 60 
miles north of New York City and is uniquely 
situated overlooking the east bank of the Hudson 
River in the riverfront hamlet of New Hamburg.  
The church is within walking distance of the Metro 
North rail station and is a 90-minute ride from 
Grand Central Station.     

The hamlet of New Hamburg was 
developed in the middle of the 19th century and is 
now part of the Town of Poughkeepsie which is 
located in southern Dutchess County.  New 
Hamburg is home to approximately 500 residents 
with several families that have lived in the hamlet 
for generations.  New Hamburg is one of the few 
remaining intact historical hamlets within the 
Town of Poughkeepsie and boasts two historic 
districts, several homes and buildings listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, the 6th oldest 
yacht club in the United States, a private Marina 
and of course, St. Nick’s, which is the only 
institutional building in New Hamburg still used 
for its original purpose.   
 Although part of the larger Town of 
Poughkeepsie, the feeling of New Hamburg is 
reminiscent of a bygone era when life moved 

slower, neighbors looked out for one another and 
the community enjoyed spending time together.  
Unlike many other communities where the role of 
the local church as a community center has waned, 
St. Nick’s still plays a significant role in the local 
community.  

There is a sense of pride among the 
residents of New Hamburg and it shows in their 
widespread community support and activism. In 
fact, the origins of our nation’s modern-day 
environmental movement began in the Hudson 
Valley.  Scenic Hudson, which was founded in the 
mid 1960’s to save Storm King Mountain from a 
destructive industrial project, was led by Frances 
“Franny” Reese, who was (and whose family still 
is) a great supporter of St. Nick’s and resided at 
nearby Obercreek Farm which is just across the 
Wappinger’s Creek.  Franny Reese served as Scenic 
Hudson’s board chair through the 1970s and ’80s, 
and remained active in the group until her death in 
2003.  The Reese Family’s Obercreek Farm, which 
is now a thriving example of community supported 
agriculture, is the location of the church’s annual 
Rogation Day blessing of the fields and farmers.  



The Town of Poughkeepsie is home to 
approximately 44,000 people and is the largest 
town (by square mileage) in the County.  While it 
bears the same name, the City of Poughkeepsie is a 
separate municipality.  The Town of Poughkeepsie 
has three separate school districts.  New Hamburg 
is located within the Wappingers Central School 
district. Local elementary aged children attend 
nearby Sheafe Road Elementary School and then  
move on to Wappingers Junior High School and 
Roy C. Ketchum High School. There are also 
several private schools in the area. Many of our 
members were raised in the area and have returned 
to raise their own families.   
 The Town of Poughkeepsie is also home to 
two prestigious educational institutions, Vassar 
and Marist Colleges, as well as the well regarded 
Dutchess Community College. Along with these 
institutes of higher learning, Locust Grove, the 
former home of Samuel Morse, which has become 
a haven to wildlife and includes miles of walking 
trails, spectacular river views, and stands of trees 
that have stood since Morse walked the grounds, is 
also located in the Town. 

Dutchess County is home to many of the 
Great Estates in the Hudson Valley as well as the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Homestead and 

Presidential Library. There are Federal, State, and 
County parks spanning west from the Taconic 
Range to the shore of the Hudson River.  The 
Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area was 
created by the U.S. Congress in 1996 to recognize, 
preserve, and protect the nationally-significant 
history and resources of the Hudson Valley for the 
benefit of the nation.  
 Winter, spring, summer or fall - there is 
always something to do in the Hudson Valley.  The 
Taconic Range and the Catskill Mountains offer 
numerous winter sport activities and the area is 
teeming with hiking and walking trails.   

During the warmer months, concerts, 
festivals and county fairs are a regular occurrence, 
including the renowned Dutchess County Fair in 
Rhinebeck.  Several well-known art exhibits, 
including the Storm King Art Center across the 
River in New Windsor and the Dia Art 
Foundation’s modern art collection, Dia: Beacon, 
located in the former Nabisco box printing factory 
in Beacon, are nearby. There is also a thriving 
restaurant culture in the Hudson Valley thanks to 
the abundance of superb locally sourced 
ingredients and talented chefs, many of whom are 
graduates of the Culinary Institute of America 
located in Hyde Park.  



 
Building and Grounds 

 
 

 
Completed in 1903, the physical structure of the church is 
small but beautiful in a simple and understated way. The 

one-story church frame on a brick foundation was designed 
by Edward Lansing Satterlee in a late interpretation of the 
Gothic Revival architectural style and represents the final 

stage of its evolution, begun with the ideas of the American 
Ecclesiological Movement in the 1840s. Satterlee also 

incorporated some aspects of later 19th-century trends into 
his design– notably the cross-bracing on the vestibule 

porch and the use of brown-stained wood shingle siding – 
both of which are suggestive of the Stick and Shingle style 

of architecture. The church building was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1987. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

On either side of the church 
building there is a group of three 
narrow Gothic-arched windows 

filled with translucent leaded glass 
bordered by stained glass. 

 
 
 
 
 

In the rear of the Church, over the 
altar, is a stained-glass window in a 
rosette pattern. The stained glass 

windows allow the sun to filter into 
the sanctuary which has traditional 
wooden pews, padded kneelers, and 

an elevated altar. 
 

 
 
The sanctuary is also adorned with a series of painted slates, created by the teenage daughter of a parishioner, 

that depict the Stations of the Cross. 
 

        
 

The church building offers beauty without distraction, spirituality without pretense, and a 
sense of respect for the past yet a relevance to today.  The presence of God is felt not only in 
the church building itself but also on the grounds and in the beauty and power of the Hudson 

River. 

People in the Pew 

Diane Levitt 
 

Diane Levitt 
Age 64 

Married to Rick, two daughters Emily and Hilary 
Property Manager 

B.M. Music Education, M.S. Historic Preservation 
Member of St. Nick’s for 55 years 

 

In November of 2015 I was elected as a lay member to the 
Episcopal Diocese of New York’s Standing Committee. This 

committee serves as council of advice to the Bishop. It 
approves or disapproves applications of those seeking 

candidacy to the diaconate or priesthood, elections of all 
Diocesan, Coadjutor and Suffragan Bishops in this and other 

diocese, and the sale or lease of parish real estate.  
 



Christian Education 

 

Sunday School  
Christian education for children has been, and continues to be, a high priority for St. Nick’s. Our 

Sunday School program runs from mid-September through early June and meets for approximately 40 
minutes during the 10:00 a.m. service each Sunday. Children join their families at the Peace for the remainder 

of the service.   
 On a typical Sunday as many as 15-20 children, ages 4-12, gather to learn 
about the Old and New Testaments, explore their Christian faith and 
participate in our many outreach programs. Our children learn about and 
celebrate the special feasts and holidays of the liturgical year and they are 
full participants in our Outreach programs.   
 Parish members volunteer to teach Sunday School. Our teachers work in 
pairs and each week receive a comprehensive outline of material from our 

Rector. Materials often include an appropriate Bible reading and a book with a descriptive narrative for 
reinforcement. We incorporate arts and crafts, drama, 
reading, and discussion in our curriculum, which is fully 
shepherded by the Rector.   

We love that the number of children attending our 
Sunday School continues to grow. Although we have 
enough students and Sunday School teachers to conduct 
classes for two separate age groups, due to the open-
concept lower level of our church undercroft we are unable 
to accommodate two separate learning spaces. As a result, 
the older children often assist the younger students in their 
learning. We view the opportunity to teach and learn from 
one’s peers as a gift.  

 
 

Vacation Bible School  
Vacation Bible School takes place for one week in mid-summer from 9:00am to 
12:00pm. Last year 20 children participated in our Vacation Bible School! In a warm and 
nurturing environment we studied the life of the prophet Elijah. The cumulating activity 
was an original play that showed the trials and tribulations of Elijah as he competed 
with King Ahab and Queen Jezebel to gain the loyalty of the people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confirmation Class 
Our 7th and 8th grade members 
participate in a year-long class that 
prepares them for Confirmation. The 
curriculum explores the Book of 
Common Prayer, the sacraments, 
church history, the books of the 

Bible and more. A key component of the class is meeting regularly 
with an adult parishioner to discuss questions of faith and spirituality. 
Confirmation takes place at St. Nick’s and is scheduled on our 
calendar to occur when the Bishop is present.  
 
 
Adult Education 
Adult Education continues to be a strong and vibrant part of life at St. 
Nick’s. Our program features presentation and discussion settings to 
engage our adult parishioners and members of the larger community. 
We have held Bible study sessions on the Book of Acts, the Gospel of 
Mark, the Gospel of Luke and creation stories in the Book of Genesis.   
 
A more recent but favorite tradition at St. Nick’s is our adult Book 
Group. In addition to the group’s lively literary discussion, the group 
also has the opportunity to interact and learn about their faith and 
spirituality. Past book choices have included “A Prayer Journal” by Flannery O'Conner, "The Sixth Extinction" 
by Elizabeth Kolbert, "Zealot - The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth" by Reza Aslan, and "Revelations: 
Visions, Prophecy, and Politics in the Book of Revelation" by Elaine Pagel.  
 
The Rector also conducts a biannual Newcomer Class that is based on the book "Welcome to the Episcopal 
Church" by Christopher Webber. 
 
 
Recent Adult Series and Classes Offered: 
 

• Farming and Ethics  
o Agribusiness and Soil Conservation 
o Food and Labor Laws 
o Organic and Community-based 
Farming 
 
• Death and Dying: "Dying Well" 
o Green Burial Practices (Lecture 
with Guest Speaker + Film) 

o What is a "Good Funeral?" Debate between 
Mother Storm & Kristin Catalano from 
Straub & Catalano Funeral Home 

o The Business of Dying: Living Wills, Funeral 
Plans, Talking to Family 

• Everyday Waste "Waste Not" 
o Zero-Waste Events: Reducing Everyday 

Waste 
o Reducing your Energy Footprint at Home 
 
• Hymns of Lent 
o A three-part series led on some of the 

hymns of Lent and Holy Week 
 

• Seven Last Words of Christ 
o A five week Lenten Series related to Joseph 

Haydn's “Seven Last Words of Christ” 

People in the Pew 

 
 

The Rev. Fredric O. Jackson 
 

Age 76 
Married to Dorothy W. Jackson 

Four married adult children & seven 
grandchildren 

Retired Pastor following 46 consecutive years 
through the New York Conference of the United 

Methodist Church 
Amityville Memorial High School, Amityville, 

NY, 1958 
State University of New York at New Paltz, B.S. 

Education, 1962 
Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, 

D.C., S.T.M., 1965 
Interfaith Relationships: Annual M. L. King 

Service at Missionary Baptist Church; “Cookie 
Walk” benefit for Love, Inc., etc. 

Occasional reader, preacher, and adult studies 
facilitator at St. Nick’s 



Missions and Outreach 
 

 
 

 
 

The parishioners of St. Nick’s have a strong 
commitment to charitable giving. The church’s 
Outreach Committee seeks and recommends 

opportunities for parishioners to become 
involved and give their time, talent and 

treasure, while sharing God’s love with others. 
Major outreach support in the past has gone to 

the Grace Smith House, (a private not-for-
profit domestic violence agency, which 

provides both residential and non-residential 
services to victims of domestic violence and 
their children) and to support the work of 

migrant ministries. 
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Liz Pavelka 
 

My name is Elizabeth Smith Pavelka and I am 75 
years old.  I was married for 25 years to Robert Smith 

who passed away. I later married John Pavelka, we 
were married for 17 years. I have four sons from my 
first marriage and five grandchildren, three girls and 

two boys. I am retired, twenty years now, from a career 
in teaching. My BS is from Brockport State University 
and my masters is from New Paltz. When I came to St. 

Nicks about eight years ago, I felt immediately 
welcome. I loved the interior of the church, small and 

intimate, a vary eclectic congregation. I was also 
drawn to the outreach of committed Christians. The 
congregation gave financially to local and diocesan 

programs, brought food in for Zion’s food pantry and 
physically served in programs to help others. Being a 
member of St. Nicks has encouraged me to be a better 

Christian in my daily life. 
 



Currently we support the missions of Julie’s Jungle, (a non-for-profit organization building a 
handicapped-accessible playground for children of southern Dutchess County), Love In The Name of Christ 
(“Love INC”), and the Zion Food Pantry. We also have a strong commitment to Diocesan programs including 
the Episcopal Relief and Development and Friends of Darbone.  During the most recent Lenten period, the 
parish children brought in loose change each Sunday and raised enough funds to contribute a well, a pig, a 
flock of chickens and mosquito nets through the ERD Lenten Program - Gifts of Life.  The church has also 
raised funds to provide uniforms and one year of tuition for two children to attend the Episcopal school in 
Haiti through Friends of Darbone.  Each year parish families also prepare Thanksgiving baskets for families 
registered at the Zion Food Pantry and at Christmas we participate in an Adopt-A-Family gift program 
connecting church families with local families that are not able to afford Christmas gifts for their children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to caring for the world around us, St 

Nicholas has also put an emphasis on caring for each 
other. At the outset of our current transition, the Vestry 
set up a group of five Pastoral Care Liaisons. Their 
objective is to ensure that the pastoral care needs of every 
parishioner are met, even as we are transitioning 
between priests. The Vestry felt that some in the parish 
would be hesitant to contact a supply priest, an interim 
pastor or even our new Rector until they established a 
personal rapport. This group was intended to help 
facilitate those relationships and also be aware of the 
special needs of any parishioner. Each week, the names 
and contact information of the members of this group are 
presented in service leaflets and weekly parish emails.  

United Methodist Church 
Aid for Victims of Flooding

Zion Food 
Pantry 



Music 
 

 
 
 Daniel S. Fannon, our organist and Choir Director, has been with St. Nick’s for just over one 
year. He has brought us sixty-two years of experience in creating and conducting sacred music that 
embraces and supports the particular liturgical and musical heritage of our church.  In just one short 
year under his direction and leadership, the music at St. Nick’s has grown in beauty and quality.  

We seek to make the best and most meaningful music within the context of a specific 
worshipping community.  Johann Sebastian Bach’s motto, “Soli Deo Gloria” reminds us that music’s 
chief end should be centered first on its dedication to the glory of God, and second, as the means to 
enlighten and challenge the congregation so that their experience of sacred music becomes an ever 
emotional and intellectual avenue to the Almighty and an expression of grace. During a typical 
Sunday service, liturgical music is comprised of five hymns plus the congregational Gloria and 
Sanctus from the 1982 hymnal.  
 
The Choir 
Our Choir is an ensemble of enthusiastic parishioners who have 
historically come together to sing two times a year; at Christmas and 
Easter. During Advent, the Church hosts an annual service of Lessons & 
Carols.  The music is thoughtfully selected for the various Christmas 
services.  A choral motet is also performed for Palm Sunday and Easter.  
We envision a dedicated place for choral worship in the liturgy and are 
striving to increase the profile of our Choir and support their continued 
rehearsals and performances with the goal of having them perform more 
frequently in the coming years.  
 



Soloists and Instrumentalists 
St. Nick’s is blessed to have a number of talented children, young people and adults who perform vocal solo 
pieces during our services, particularly during the Christmas and Easter seasons.  We are also fortunate to 
have a number of members both young and old that also offer instrumental solos and accompaniments on the 
flute, saxophone, violin, and guitar. These musical contributions provide a repertoire that is sacred in 
character, and is often incorporated into the liturgy.   
 
 

     

 
 

The Organ 
The organ at St. Nicks is currently a 1983 Allen electronic 
organ that is due for replacement.  In September, the Vestry 
voted to move forward with the purchase of a Johannus organ 
with a goal to have it installed for our Christmas 2016 
services. The new organ is a 2-manual T270 digital model, 
which is light years ahead of the old Allen in terms of quality 
of sound and longevity.  An exploratory group from the 
church has spent time listening to an instrument similar to 
the one we are acquiring for the church, and we are excited 
about the boost a new organ will provide to our music 
ministry. 
 
 

 
 
Daniel is an accomplished musician which extensive education in his field. He has his 
Bachelor of Music in Organ Performance & Church Music from Wheaton College, Illinois. 
He completed his Graduate Studies in Orchestral Conducting at The Guildhall School of 
Music in London, at The Akadamie fur Musik und Dartstellende Kunst in Vienna, and at 
the Julliard School in New York. He has earned an Advanced Degree in Orchestral 
Conducting from The Mozartem, Salzburg. 
 

St. Nick’s has heard the sounds of many instruments over the years: saxophone, 
cello, trumpet, upright base, harp, violin, ukulele, organ, and many others. 

People in the Pew 

Daniel Fannon 
ORGANIST 

Age 69 
Sole proprietor of The Clement Way Company, a small 
to mid-sized businesses with complete accounting and 

bookkeeping services, since 1982 
Controller for a wide variety of businesses in New York 

City, New Jersey, Connecticut and Los Angeles 
Member of St. Nick’s for 1 year 

 
 

The history and practice of music at St. Nicholas is the cleanest of 
slates that I have ever encountered in all my years on the 

bench…this strongly congregational, minimally Episcopal parish 
comes without the restraints and prejudices of a fixed musical 

heritage. 



Finances 
 
St. Nicks works very hard of balance parish needs with fiscal responsibility. Meeting once per month, the finance 
committee keeps a watchful eye on expenses while understanding the funding needed to maintain the vitality of our 
parish community. Running modest budget deficits (none exceeding $10,000 in any given year within the last 4 years), 
we’ve been able to allocate funds to support a full time rector while beginning to invest in a more robust music program 
and continuing our missions of strong youth education programs and community outreach.  
 
Income 
While a small parish, stewardship is strong.  Operational income (comprised primarily of pledges and various non-pledge 
donations) is budgeted at $155,300 for 2016. This reflects no increase from 2015. The chart below is a snapshot of 
revenue sources from 2015 which have been largely carried over for 2016. 
 
 

 
 
While 2016 pledge income is projected to be down but we believe this is likely a result of a very successful Capital 
Campaign in 2015 that raised $233,980, to be collected over 3 years, for deferred interior and exterior repairs.  
Aside from the need to increase pledges through parish growth, a common desire of any parish, a major income-related 
challenges we face at St. Nicks is maintaining a more even in-flux of pledges, our largest source of income for the parish. 
Attendance numbers too often reflect pledges received, making cash-flow management and meeting expenses difficult 
during historically lower attendance periods (such as summer). While the Finance Committee has ideas that could help, 
such as implementation a credit card payment solution, however the search for a rector has stalled this initiative. It is 
our hope that an incoming Rector can lend their experience, eagerness, and ability to advocate change, to be an active 
participant in solving for this problem. 
 
Expenses 
As with any organization, our larger expenditure in any given budget year, is Personnel. This would include the salaries 
and related expenses for: a full-time rector, a part-time office manager, an accomplished music director, and a part-time 
bookkeeper. The chart below looks at the 2015 expenses, which represents a typical year.  
 
While 2016 finds us without a full-time rector for more than half of the year, Personnel is expected to continue to be our 
larger spend area.  
 
After Personnel, Facilities costs and Outreach programs are our next largest areas of spend.  
 



   
 
Capital Expenses: a 3-year look 
 
To match the influx of projected capital pledges, projects have been scoped to span over a 3-year period, which started in 
2015.  
 
At the close of the 3-year pledge period we will collect a projected $233,980 that will be used to fund the projects, as 
outlined below. 
 

 2015 2016 2017 
SCOPE 1: Undercroft Redesign   $60,000.00 
SCOPE: 2: Worship Space Redesign 
 

 $35,000.00  

SCOPE 3: Stained Glass Repair  $35,000.00  
SCOPE 4: Exterior Repair  $70,000.00  

SCOPE 5: Handicap Accessibility  $5,000.00  
SCOPE 6: Capital Campaign Funding $35,000.00   

SCOPE 7: Tithing our Mission   $25,000.00 
 
 
Each scope was selected with careful consideration to how it would impact the longevity of the parish. Addressing long 
differed maintenance was a priority followed by projects that would refine our space to better reflect the needs and 
priorities of the parish community. 
 
Endowment 
St. Nicks has a very modest endowment balance of about $156,000. We’ve been fortunate that mostly balanced budgets 
and generous stewardship has kept the parish running. As we look to the long term goals for St. Nicks, building a 
stronger planned giving program and communication around the significance in building the endowment is critical. 

 
 



A Year at St. Nick’s 
 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH
 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday School Begins 

 
 

 

 
Shrove Tuesday 
Ash Wednesday 

Stations of the Cross 

 

 
Good Friday 
Palm Sunday 

Easter 

 

APRIL MAY JUNE
 

Blessing of the Fields 

 
 

 
 

 
Haiti Read-a-Thon 

 
 

Memorial Day Service at Yacht Club 

 

 
End of Sunday School 

 
 

Pentecost 

 



JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER
 

Vacation Bible School 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Regular Sunday Services 

 
Sunday School Resumes 

Confirmation Classes 
Welcome Back Picnic 

 
 

Silent Auction 

 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER
 

Feast of St. Francis 

 
 

Blessing of the Animals 

 

 
Craft Fair, Bake Sale, and Chili Fest 

 

 
 

 

 
Love Inc. Christmas Present Drive 

St. Nicholas Feast Day 
Christmas 

 
 
 

 

Regular Sunday Services
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Joe Haubrich 
 

Age 60 
Married to Leeann 

Three Children Joseph II, Kristina, and Dennis 
Worked in Sales for over 35 years, most recently 

over 8 years at Bob’s Discount Furniture in 
Poughkeepsie 

Went to Bernard Baruch College in NYC and 
studied Marketing & Advertising 

Member of St. Nick’s for 6-7 years 
 

I am currently on the Finance Committee and have 
chaired four Silent Auctions for St. Nicholas, helping 

our parish to fundraise over $10,000 in those four 
years. 



Focus Questions and Comments from Our Parish 
 

To allow our parishioners to participate in the process, we asked them if they had any questions that they 
thought should be posed to candidates to be our new Rector. They had several. We decided to list most of 

them here without editing. It is not required that you answer them all (or any of them) in your initial 
response. You can expect that we may discuss some of these as we get to know each other. 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Please provide a summary of your background and what led you to become a priest. 
 

 
 

 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

 
Can you name a few mission causes that you have supported? 

 
What professional accomplishment are you the proudest of? 

 
 

 
 

 
RELIGIOUS OUTLOOK AND GOALS 

 
What is your view on performing marriages outside of church settings, such as in a park, on a 

beach, or at a home? 
 

What is your view on performing marriages of non-baptized participants? 
 

What type of preparation classes do you typically do for couples seeking to be married? 
 

Have you ever refused to perform a wedding? Why? 
 

Why is your policy on baptisms outside of a church or outside of a weekly service (or vigil)? 
 

Do you have any restrictions on adult baptisms? 
 

What do you think should be the minimum age for confirmation? 
 

How much training should be mandatory before confirmation? Should the standard be the 
same for both teens and adults? 

 
Should there be a minimum age for receiving communion? 

 
How long is too long for a sermon? How short is too short? 

 
Can you send us sermons (in video, audio or printed format as available) that you gave after 

a time that made an impact on you? For example, a sermon following: 
(A) the Sunday after the shootings in Paris last year  

(B) Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 2015  
(C) June 19th, 2016 

 
Discuss the necessary space that should be kept around a priest’s family and private life. 

 
Discuss some things you enjoy outside being a priest. 



MANAGING A PARISH 
 

How do you feel about promoting tithing as part of an annual stewardship campaign? 
 

Who should have access to the parish pledge? Wardens? Priest? Vestry? Other? 
 

What are your thoughts on promoting higher pledging levels with some recognition? 
 

Any thoughts on promotion of bequests in parishioner wills? 
 

What level of involvement should a rector hold in setting an annual parish budget? 
 

Other thoughts on the best way to run an annual stewardship appeal? 
 

Who should run a vestry? The rector or wardens? 
 

Should a priest attend finance committee meetings? Stewardship meetings? Outreach meetings? Others? 
 

Who should train Sunday School teachers? 
 

How would you plan to interact with the diocese?  
 

How would you plan to interact with other area parishes? 
 

How long should a rector stay at a parish? Minimum, maximum? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

GROWING A PARISH 
 

What role should a rector play in Sunday School curriculum? 
 

One priest recently stated that a few times a year, she likes to spend the first part of the 
service in the Sunday School and let the parish do their own readings and sermons. 

Thoughts? 
 

St. Nick’s former rector was much beloved and stayed for ten years. We are aware that we 
will need to work to ensure that the new priest does not feel “not as good”. A good 

transition plan is essential to St. Nick’s and the new rector. Any thoughts on this subject? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

Should a priest “friend” a parishioner on facebook? 
 

Should a priest facebook friend teen parishioners and comment on inappropriate posts? 
 

How many gay marriages have you performed? 
 

Can a priest be involved in political causes? 
 

Can a priest live with a romantic partner outside of marriage? 
 
 

 



SUPPORTING PEOPLE 
 

Would you do an infant baptism where the family has no relationship with the church and no intention of coming to the church afterwards? 
 

Do you have any policies about doing funerals outside of church? 
 

Do you have any policies about doing funerals for non-baptized persons? 
 

Do you have any policies about doing funerals for non-baptized persons with no parish affiliation?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER 
 

Are there any key points you wish to make? 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 




